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ABSTRACT 



A magnetic storage medium comprises a keeper layer of soft 
magnetic, saturable material disposed upon a magnetic stor- 
age layer. The keeper layer is disposed above the magnetic 
storage layer, and a non-magnetic "break" layer may be used 
between the keeper and the storage layer to reduce the 
exchange coupling between these layers. To increase the 
ability of the keeper layer to shunt flux from the magnetic 
storage layer, a longitudinal anisotropy is induced in the 
keeper layer. This establishes a desired magnetic orientation 
of the keeper which facilitates maintaining the regularity 
(i.e., relative uniformity) of the transitions, and reducing the 
magnetic interaction between transitions as the spacing 
between transitions is reduced to provide denser media. 
Specifically, the longitudinal anisotropy may be oriented 
either circumferentially or radially relative to the plane of 
rotation of the magnetic storage layer. 

7 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PROVIDING A MAGNETIC STORAGE AND 
REPRODUCING MEDIA WITH A KEEPER 
LAYER HAVING A LONGITUDINAL 
ANISOTROPY 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application contains subject matter related to the 
following commonly assigned, co-pending U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 08/674,768 filed Jun. 28, 1996, desig- 
nated attorney docket number 112008-23/AMP-3860, 
entitled "Magnetic Storage and Reproducing System With a 
Low Permeability Keeper and a Self-Biased Magnetoresis- 
tive Reproduce Head". 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to magnetic recording and 
reproducing systems, and in particular to a magnetic record- 
ing and reproducing system having a magnetic storage 
medium which includes a magnetic storage layer and an 
associated keeper layer with longitudinal anisotropy. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In conventional wideband, high density magnetic signal 
processing, magnetic flux transferred to or from a magnetic 
storage medium permeates a magnetic core of a magnetic 
transducer (i.e., a head). During reproduction operation 
modes this flux produces an induced output voltage which, 
after suitable amplification, is a reproduced representation of 
the magnetic flux from the media that permeates the core and 
is suitable for use by a utilization device. During record 
operation modes, the permeating flux results from current 
applied to the transducer coil winding, and the flux fringes 
from a physical gap provided in the core for recording a 
representative signal in the magnetic storage medium. 

One problem with prior art magnetic storage systems is 
that various losses occur during signal transfers between the 
magnetic storage medium and the transducer. One of the 
more significant losses, called "spacing loss", results from 
the physical spacing between the magnetic storage medium 
and the transducer. Spacing loss is particularly deleterious 
during reproduction operations where the effects of such loss 
are more significant. Prior efforts to reduce spacing loss 
primarily involved reducing the physical spacing by placing 
the transducer as close to the magnetic storage medium 
surface as operating conditions permitted. Such positioning, 
however, is accompanied by an increase in the likelihood of 
collisions between the transducer and magnetic storage 
medium, particularly in devices in which the transducer is 
normally supported above and out of contact with the 
storage medium surface, i.e., the transducer "flies" relative 
to the storage medium. On the other hand, if the transducer 
is in physical contact with the medium, damaging wear 
occurs due to the contact. However, it should be noted that 
if contact heads are used, the head is still separated from the 
storage medium by the carbon overcoat and lubricant that 
are standard in such disks. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,041,922 to Wood et al (hereinafter "Wood 
et al."), assigned to the assignee of the present invention, 
discloses a magnetic recording system which includes a 
magnetic medium having an overlying or underlying 
"keeper" layer of magnetically saturable high permeability 
material. The keeper layer facilitates denser storage media 
by reducing the fringing fields from the media. As disclosed 
in Wood et al., the properties of the keeper layer are selected 
to act as an extension of the head poles, thereby effectively 
bringing the head closer to the magnetic medium and 
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reducing the spacing loss. Since one of the material prop- 
erties of the head poles is high permeability, the keeper layer 
material in Wood et al was also selected to have high 
permeability. 

5 U.S. Pat. No. 5,431,969 entitled "Method of Making a 
Magnetic Medium for Longitudinal Recording" to Michael 
L. Mallary (hereinafter "Mallary") discloses that a magnetic 
image layer (somewhat analogous to the keeper layer dis- 
closed in Wood et al.) may have a uniaxial anisotropy. In 

10 particular, Mallary discloses several techniques for inducing 
the uniaxial anisotropy. However, each of the techniques is 
problematic in practice. For example, applying a magnetic 
field while the soft magnetic material of the image layer is 
being deposited interferes with the deposition process of the 
image layer when sputtering is used to deposit the layer. 
Specifically, the magnetic field which is used to establish the 
anisotropy in the magnetic image layer may interfere with 
the field which controls the sputtering process. The other 
techniques disclosed in Mallary to induce the anisotropy in 
the magnetic storage layer include (1) performing an anneal 

20 in a magnetic field, (2) controlling the angle of incidence in 
the case of vacuum deposition or (3) protexturing the 
substrate. However, these techniques are also problematic. 

Hence, there is a need for a technique for inducing a 
desired anisotropy in the keeper layer to increase the system 

25 signal to noise ratio and reduce the intersymbol interference. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a magnetic storage and reproducing system with an 

30 improved storage density through improved system signal- 
to-noise ratio and reduced intersymbol interference. 

Yet another object is provide a method for inducing a 
longitudinal anisotropy in a soft magnetic keeper layer of a 
magnetic storage medium. 

35 According to the present invention, a magnetic storage 
medium comprises a keeper layer of soft magnetic, saturable 
material associated with a magnetic storage layer. A non- 
magnetic "break" layer may be used between the keeper and 
the storage layer to reduce the exchange coupling between 

40 these layers. To increase the ability of the keeper layer to 
shunt flux from the magnetic storage layer, a longitudinal 
anisotropy is induced in the keeper layer. This establishes a 
desired magnetic orientation of the keeper which facilitates 
maintaining the regularity (i.e., relative uniformity) of the 

45 transitions, and reducing the magnetic interaction between 
transitions as the spacing between transitions is reduced to 
provide denser media. Magnetic orientation of the keeper 
layer can also be used to minimize the playback noise from 
the keeper itself. Specifically, the longitudinal anisotropy 
may be oriented either circumferentially or radially relative 

50 to the plane of rotation of the magnetic storage layer. 

The keeper layer preferably has a relatively low perme- 
ability (e.g., in the range 7 to 1000). When operating in an 
unsaturated state, the relatively soft magnetic material 
keeper layer acts as a shunt path for flux emanating from 

55 recorded transitions on the magnetic storage layer, thereby 
producing an image field of the recorded transitions in the 
relatively soft magnetic material which has the effect of 
reducing the demagnetization, and thus reducing the 
recorded transition length. This shunt path substantially 

60 reduces the flux levels emanating from the recorded transi- 
tions and reaching a transducer head of the system. The 
shunt path also increases the stability of the recorded tran- 
sitions with respect to thermal demagnetization. 

Consequently, to read data from a recorded transition on 

65 the magnetic storage layer, a saturating bias current is 
applied to windings of the head, creating a bias flux of 
sufficient strength and direction so as to saturate a portion of 



02/13/2004, EAST Version: 1.4.1 



5,861 

3 

the soft magnetic material proximate that transition. While 
saturated or driven close to saturation, this portion of the soft 
magnetic material can no longer shunt flux emanating from 
the recorded transition. This allows substantially all of the 
flux from the recorded transition to couple to the head. 5 

The soft magnetic layer is referred to as a "keeper layer" 
in the same sense as that term is used in Wood et al, since 
in its unbiased state, the keeper shunts substantially all the 
flux from recorded transitions on the magnetic storage layer, 
thus reducing the fields fringing from that storage layer. Data 30 
representative of those recorded transitions can only be 
reproduced when the bias flux is applied to saturate the 
associated portions of the keeper layer and, thereby, termi- 
nate the shunt. The shunting of flux by the keeper also 
impacts the side fringing fields and the effective track width. 15 
This, in turn, is a factor in obtaining higher track density in 
the recording system. 

The low permeability keeper layer is formed of a rela- 
tively thin layer of a soft magnetic material having a 
relatively high coercivity and low permeability, which satu- 20 
rates at a relatively low bias flux level, but cannot be 
saturated by flux from the magnetic storage layer alone. In 
general, the soft magnetic material may be any permeable 
alloy, and suitable materials include Permalloy, Sendust and 
Super Sendust. 25 

Preferably, the permeability of the keeper layer is suffi- 
cient to provide a suitable shunt (or imaging) of the recorded 
transitions when the head is not applying a bias flux. For 
example, a permeability as low as seven (7) may provide a 3Q 
suitable shunt effect (note, the permeability of air is one). 
The keeper layer then can be made relatively thin, thus 
reducing the record losses. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, to 
establish the longitudinal anisotropy in the keeper layer, 35 
after depositing the magnetic storage layer but prior to 
depositing the keeper layer, the partially fabricated media is 
rotated adjacent to pole pieces connected to a permanent 
magnet or an electromagnet. The magnetic fields from the 
pole pieces act upon the magnetic storage layer as the 40 
partially fabricated media is rotated relative to the pole 
pieces. These fields establish a magnetic remanence in the 
magnetic storage layer, and as the keeper layer is subse- 
quently deposited, this remanent magnetization induces the 
desired longitudinal anisotropy in the keeper layer. If the 45 
media includes a non-magnetic break layer between the 
magnetic storage layer and the keeper layer, the partially 
fabricated media may be rotated adjacent to the permanent 
magnet either before or after depositing the non-magnetic 
break layer. 50 

The pole pieces of the permanent magnet or electromag- 
net are oriented to establish a field which provides either 
circumferential or radial anisotropy, and the strength of the 
field is preferably about twice the coercivity of the magnetic 
storage layer. The step of rotating the partially fabricated 55 
media adjacent to the magnet is preferably an additional 
processing step performed while the partially fabricated disk 
is within the low pressure, high temperature atmosphere of 
the vacuum chamber. The higher temperature energizes the 
atoms of the deposited keeper film which facilitates the g 0 
introduction of the desired anisotropy when the keeper is 
deposited. 

An advantage of the present invention is that the longi- 
tudinal anisotropy of the keeper allows an increase in 
recording density due to the improved system signal to noise 65 
ratio and reduced inlersymbol interference. Specifically, 
orienting the keeper with a desired magnetic orientation 
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facilitates maintaining regularity (i.e., relative uniformity) of 
the transitions throughout the media, and reducing the 
magnetic interaction between transitions. The orientation 
can also be used to reduce the electrical noise induced by the 
keeper. 

According to another aspect of the invention, saturation of 
the keeper layer is effected in a manner that allows flux from 
only one recorded transition to couple to the head during a 
read operation. Therefore, substantially all the flux from the 
adjacent recorded transitions is shunted by the unsaturated 
portions of the keeper layer 

These and other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent in light of the 
following detailed description of preferred embodiments 
thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross sectional illustration of a 
magnetic storage and reproducing system featuring a kee- 
pered magnetic storage medium and a portion of a trans- 
ducer; 

FIG. 2 is a plot of image efficiency versus permeability; 
FIG. 3 is a schematic cross sectional illustration of a 
keepered magnetic storage medium and a portion of a 
transducer having a non-zero bias current applied to a 
transducer pole winding which saturates a portion of the 
keeper to form an aperture region in the keeper; 

FIG. 4A is a top view of a magnet mounted coaxial with 
and over a partially fabricated media; 

FIG. 4B is a top view of the partially fabricated media of 
FIG. 4 A following the step of rotating the magnet over the 
media to establish a longitudinal remanence in the magnetic 
storage layer of the partially fabricated media; 

FIG. 5 A is a top view of a magnet mounted coaxial with 
and over a partially fabricated media to establish a radial 
remanence in a magnetic storage layer of the partially 
fabricated media; 

FIG. 5B is a top view of the partially fabricated media of 
FIG. 5 A following the step of rotating the magnet over the 
media to establish the radial remanence in the magnetic 
storage layer; and 

FIG. 6 a plot of test data comparing the gain for a 
conventional disk drive system without a keeper layer 
against a first disk drive system with a low permeability 
keeper layer having circumferential anisotropy and a second 
disk drive system with a low permeability keeper layer 
having radial anisotropy. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIG. 1, a magnetic storage system 20 is 
illustrated comprising a magnetic transducer 22 which 
writes data to and reads data from a magnetic storage 
medium 24. The transducer 22 comprises poles 26, 27 which 
form a gap 28, and wherein an electrically conductive 
winding 30 is disposed about one of the poles. Although the 
transducer 22 is shown for ease of illustration as an inductive 
head, one of ordinary skill will appreciate that other head 
designs such as a MIG, or a magnetoresistive (MR) head 
may also be used. 

The magnetic storage medium 24 includes a substrate 32, 
a magnetic storage layer 34 and a low permeability keeper 
layer 36. The magnetic storage medium 24 may either be a 
rigid or flexible disk. The present invention shall be dis- 
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cussed in the context of a rigid disk, however, it should be 58 which permeates and saturates the portion of the keeper 

understood that the present invention is also applicable to layer 36 located between the poles 26, 27, to establish to a 

flexible disks. The substrate 32 is a non-magnetic material saturated aperture region 60. Since the aperture region 60 is 

such as aluminum, plastic or glass. A non-magnetic break saturated by the bias flux 58, the shunt path through that 

layer 33 is positioned between the storage layer 34 and the 5 portion of the keeper is substantially terminated, 

keeper layer 36. Such a structure has been found to improve Significantly, as the disk is rotated and a record transition 41 

the performance of the keeper system. is passed "through" the saturated aperture region 60, flux 

Trie magnetic storage layer 34 is segmented into a plu- from the record transition 41 fringes out of the aperture 

rality of record regions 37-40 which define record transi- region and induces a head output voltage indicative of the 

tions 41 at their abutting boundaries. Either digital or analog 1Q data represented by the record transition. The saturated 

signals may be recorded in the magnetic storage medium in aperture region 60 operates as an aperture, through which 

a variety of conventional manners known in the art. In the flux from the magnetic storage layer 34 is allowed to pass 

illustrative embodiment, digital signals are preferably because of the saturated nature of the region 60. 

recorded in the magnetic storage layer in longitudinal fash- According to the present invention, the keeper layer 36 

ion. The storage layer 34 is a high coercivity, hard magnetic has a longitudinal anisotropy which is established during the 

material, such as an alloy of cobalt, chromium and tantalum. fabrication of the magnetic storage medium 24. Referring to 

The layer may include magnetic material dispersed within a FIG. 4A, following the deposition of the magnetic storage 

binder, or it may be a fikn of high coercivity magnetic u 34 m a manner> iaU fabricaled medium 70 

materia^ or metal alloy. The layer is preferably chosen to fa positioned coaxial with and below a magnet 72 which 

have a longitudinal anisotropy which provides record mas- \ . , , i , j 

l - u • j ■ , i /• ™ contains pole pieces whose magnetic orientation is selected 

netization which is predominantly longitudinal (i.e., 20 r \ . ° .... 

horizontal) to the paper as oriented FIG. 1. The magnetiza- t0 estabhsh a circumferential remanent magnetization in the 

tion polarity of each record region 37^0 is represented by ma S netlc stora S e la y er 34 Specifically, the magnet 72 and 

horizontal arrows, wherein the arrow direction is indicative the parbaUy fabricated medium 70 are positioned such that 

of the polarity of the magnetization in each region. the medium is rotated at an angular velocity co relative to the 

The magnetic storage medium 24 also includes the keeper 25 ma & net * ^ stren 8 th of the field a PP lied b Y the magnet is 

layer 36. The keeper layer 36 is a soft magnetic material of preferably twice the coercivity of the magnetic storage layer 

either relatively low permeability (e.g., 7-1000) or high 34 - ^ magnet pole pieces can also be located on a smaller 

permeability (e.g., greater than 1000) which can be saturated device (a head) which is scanned across the surface of the 

by a small bias flux. However, the material does not saturate media to induce a circumferential magnetic anisotropy. 

when the flux from the magnetic storage layer 34 is the only 30 Rotating the magnet coaxial with and above the partially 

flux acting on the keeper layer (i.e., when the bias flux is not fabricated media is an additional step performed within the 

applied). Suitable materials include Permalloy, Sendust and vacuum chamber of the fabrication equipment (not shown). 

Super Sendust. If a non -magnetic break layer (not shown) is deposited over 

The characteristics of the keeper layer 36 are selected to tne magnetic storage layer 34, the processing step of spin- 
ensure that in the absence of a bias flux from the winding 30, 35 nuig the partially fabricated media relative to the permanent 
the layer 36 shunts flux from the record regions 37-39 to magnetic 72 may occur either before or after the non- 
create a magnetic image of the regions in the portion of the magnetic break layer is deposited. FIG. 4B is a top view of 
keeper abutting the record region. FIG. 1 illustrates the case the partially fabricated disk subsequent to establishing cir- 
where the bias current \ bias through the winding 30 is zero. cumferential remanent magnetization 80 in the magnetic 
In this situation, the keeper operates as a shunt, establishing 40 storage layer 34. 

an image in the keeper layer of the magnetization in the FIG. 5 A illustrates a top view of a partially fabricated disk 

record regions. For example, the portion of the keeper layer 90 comprising the magnetic storage layer 92, and a magnet 

36 adjacent to record region 38 conducts flux (shown as a 94 which comprises pole pieces 96. The magnet is disposed 

dotted line) which forms an inverse image as compared to above and mounted rotatably coaxial with the partially 

the flux permeating through record region 38. The quality of 45 fabricated media 90. As the media is rotated relative to the 

the image (and therefore the effectiveness of the shunt) can magnet, the radial field from pole pieces 96 establishes a 

be characterized by an image efficiency which is graphically radial magnetic remanence 100 in the magnetic storage layer 

illustrated in FIG. 2 as a function of the keeper layer 92, as shown in FIG. 5B. Again, the field strength from the 

permeability. The image efficiency is about 75% for a magnet is preferably about twice the coercivity of the 

permeability of approximately seven (where the permeabil- 50 magnetic storage layer 92. The magnet pole pieces can also 

ity of air is one), and it approaches 100% for permeabilities be located on a smaller device (a head) which is scanned 

above one-hundred. The image efficiency indicates the across the surface of the media to induce radial magnetic 

effectiveness of the keeper layer as a shunt. As the image anisotropy. 

efficiency approaches 100%, the more effective the keeper Recent testing by the inventors has unexpectedly deter- 

layer is as a shunt, and therefore, fewer fringing fields 55 mined that the relatively low permeability keeper layer is 

emanate from the magnetic storage medium 24. "Low capable of achieving advantages similar to those disclosed in 

permeability" includes permeabilities of less than about U.S. Pat. No. 5,041,922 to Wood et al, which is assigned to 

1000. U.S. patent application entitled "Magnetic Storage the assignee of the present invention. As articulately dis- 

and Reproducing System With a Low Permeability Keeper closed in Wood et al, the high permeability keeper layer was 

and a Self-Biased Magnetoresistive Reproduce Head" filed 60 selected based upon the premise that the keeper layer was 

Jun. 28, 1996, designated U.S. patent application Ser. No. required to have a permeability which approximated the 

08/674,768 and assigned to the assignee of the present permeability of the head poles. Principally, this premise was 

invention, discloses a system employing a low permeability based upon the belief that the high permeability keeper 

keeper, and this application is hereby incorporated by ref- would effectively operate as an extension of the head poles 

erence. 65 (although not a physical extension) to reduce spacing losses. 

Referring to FIG. 3, during reproduction operations, a DC During recent testing of a rigid disk drive system with a 

bias current is applied to the winding 30 to create a bias flux keeper layer applied to the magnetic storage layer, the 
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inventors measured the permeability of a keeper layer 
applied over a magnetic storage layer of a rigid disk. The 
keeper layer had been deposited onto the magnetic storage 
layer with the intent of establishing a high permeability 
keeper. However, measurements indicate that the permeabil- 
ity of the keeper layer was actually much less than the 
permeability which the inventors believed was required to 
operate as an effective keeper. Unexpectedly, even with this 
low permeability keeper, the keepered disk drive still 
achieved significant performance improvements over non- 
keepered disk drives. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a frequency response plot 110 of test 
data comparing the amplitude gains for a conventional disk 
drive system without a keeper layer, and a first disk drive 
system having a low permeability keeper layer as shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 3. The relative output in decibels (dBs) value is 
plotted along a vertical axis while recording density is 
plotted along a horizontal axis. Frequency response values 
in dB are plotted for a plurality of points along a first line 112 
for the conventional non-keepered disk, while the output 
values in dB for the low permeability keepered media with 
circumferential anisotropy are plotted along a second line 
114. As shown, the output levels of the keepered disk are 
consistently several dB's higher than the output values for 
the non-keepered media and the difference is larger at higher 
operating frequencies. The output values for the low per- 
meability keeper having radial anisotropy are plotted along 
a third fine 116. As shown, the media having a keeper with 
longitudinal anisotropy provides the best improvement in 
system gain. It is believed that the magnetically oriented 
keeper layer of the present invention will also provide 
several dB's improvement over devices having an isotropic 
keeper. 

These test measurements plotted in FIG. 6 were taken 
using a rigid disk drive spin stand available from Teletrack 
Corporation, and a Sunward metal in gap transducer head. 
The conventional disks were manufactured by Store Media 
and include a protective carbon layer approximately 
150-170 Angstroms thick located over the magnetic storage 
layer. The low permeability disks having a longitudinally 
oriented keeper were constructed by first depositing a mag- 
netic storage layer having a coercivity of about 2,000 
Oersteds over a substrate in a low vacuum. The partially 
fabricated media was then positioned coaxial with and 
below a permanent magnet which contained pole pieces 
whose magnetic orientation was selected to provide the 
desired longitudinal remanent magnetization in the magnetic 
storage layer. The partially fabricated media was then 
rotated relative to the pole pieces of a magnet in order to 
establish a remanent magnetization over the entire magnetic 
storage layer. The field strength from the magnet was 
approximately 1,500 Oersteds (preferably the field strength 
would be on the order of 4,000 Oersteds in order to establish 
a stronger remanence). A layer of Sendust was then depos- 
ited 75-250 Angstroms thick to establish the keeper layer 
having a DC permeability of less than 100. The magnetic 
remanence from the magnetic storage layer oriented the 
atoms of the keeper while the keeper layer was deposited to 
provide the desired longitudinal anisotropy. The poles of the 
magnetic were oriented as shown in FIGS. 4A and 5A in 
order to establish the circumferential and radial anisotropy, 
respectively. 

The keeper layer can be deposited by any suitable depo- 
sition technique known in the art, including sputtering. Early 
test results indicate that a Sendust keeper layer having a 
thickness of about 100 Angstroms provides an improved 
areal packing density. In general, the keeper layer should be 
made as thin as possible in order to reduce the recording 
losses. 

The low permeability keeper layer allows the head flying 
above the magnetic storage medium to operate independent 
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from the keeper, and during the reproduction mode, the head 
only acts to bias the keeper and as a flux detector. 

It should also be readily understood that other coats and 
overcoats may be used along with the disclosed layers in the 
5 practice of the present invention. For example, a non- 
magnetic layer can be disposed on the magnetic storage 
layer to interrupt effects of magnetic exchange coupling 
between the keeper layer and the magnetic storage layer, 
allowing these layers to react separately to magnetic flux and 
10 allowing the keeper layer to shunt the flux from the storage 
layer. The materials for this non-magnetic layer may include 
chromium, carbon or silicon. An example of a magnetic 
storage media arrangement disclosing such a non-magnetic 
layer is International Patent Application No. WO 93/12928, 
published Jul. 8, 1993, and entitled "Magnetic Recording 
Media Employing Soft Magnetic Material", which is hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

Although the present invention has been shown and 
described with respect to preferred embodiments thereof, it 
should be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
20 other changes, omissions and additions to the form and 
detail thereof may be made therein without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A magnetic recording medium, comprising: 
25 a substrate; 

a magnetically coercive material disposed on said sub- 
strate for storing magnetic signals; and 

a magnetically permeable, magnetically saturable mate- 
30 rial disposed on said substrate, wherein said magneti- 
cally saturable material has a circumferential 
anisotropy, and has a low permeability when said 
magnetically saturable material is unsaturated. 

2. The magnetic recording medium of claim 1, wherein 
35 said magnetically saturable material has a DC permeability 

of less than 1000 when said material is unsaturated. 

3. The magnetic recording medium of claim 1, wherein 
said magnetically saturable material has a DC permeability 
between five and one -hundred when said material is unsat- 
urated. 

40 4. The magnetic recording medium of claim 1, wherein 
said magnetically coercive material is disposed between said 
substrate and said magnetically saturable material. 

5. The magnetic recording medium of claim 1, wherein 
said magnetically saturable material is disposed over said 

45 magnetically coercive material and said substrate. 

6. A magnetic recording medium for use in a recording/ 
reproducing system in which magnetic information is trans- 
ferred between a transducer and the record medium, com- 
prising: 

so a non-magnetic substrate; 

a layer of magnetically coercive material in which the 

magnetic information is stored; and 
a low permeability magnetic material having a circum- 
ferentially oriented anisotropy disposed on the sub- 

55 strate in a manner such that said low permeability 
material becomes selectively saturated during the trans- 
fer of information between the transducer and said 
layer of magnetically coercive material, whereby flux 
from one recorded transition is coupled to the head 

60 during a read operation. 

7. The magnetic recording medium of claim 6 wherein the 
thickness of said layer of low permeability magnetic mate- 
rial is such that a portion of said layer becomes saturated by 
a flux whose magnitude is less than that required to alter the 

65 magnetization of said coercive layer. 

* * * * * 
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